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Attitudes of Europeans 
towards Air Quality

MOST EUROPEANS SAY THEY LACK INFORMATION

EUROPEANS ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT AIR QUALITY PROBLEMS 
THAN THEY WERE IN 2017

EUROPEANS ARE INDIVIDUALLY DOING MORE ACTIONS 
TO PROMOTE GOOD AIR QUALITY THAN IN 2017… 

Over the past ten years, Europeans 
think that air quality…

Health and environmental partly related 
consequences are considered serious issues:

Respiratory diseases are
36%54%

35%54%

37%54%

35%47%

Cardio-vascular diseases 

Asthma and allergia 

Acidification and eutrophication 

41%
They replaced older 
energy-intensive 
equipment with new 
equipment with a 
better energy rating 

35%
They frequently 
used public 
transport, a bicycle, 
or walked instead 
of using their car 

15%
They have change 
their home heating 
system to a lower-
emission system

70%
HAVE DONE 
AT LEAST 
ONE ACTION 
(+ 8 pts)

Very serious issue          Fairly serious issue

54%
MORE THAN HALF OF EUROPEANS 
SAY THAT THEY ARE NOT 
WELL-INFORMED ABOUT 
AIR QUALITY PROBLEMS 

31%
OF EUROPEANS HAVE 
HEARD OF THE EU AIR 
QUALITY STANDARDS

58%
Has deteriorated 
(+11 pts)

10%

(-3 pts)
Has improved 

28%

(-5 pts)

Has stayed 
the same 

MAIN ACTIONS 
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Attitudes of Europeans 
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… BUT THEY THINK MORE SHOULD BE DONE TO PROMOTE 
GOOD AIR QUALITY

A MAJORITY OF EUROPEANS WANT MORE ACTIONS 
AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

A MAJORITY OF EUROPEANS WANT THE EU TO DO MORE

PRIORITIES OF ACTIONS SHOULD BE…

They think the following actors are not doing enough

Air Quality problems should be addressed at 

41%
Applying stricter 
pollution controls on 
industrial and energy-
producing activities

27%
Introducing stricter 
air quality legislation 

27%
Providing higher 
financial 
incentives 

63%
Europeans aware of the 
EU quality standards 
think that they ARE NOT 
ADEQUATE and that they 
SHOULD BE STRENGTHENED 

And 71%
of Europeans want 
the EU to propose 
additional measures

Want to 
express 
their views

Do not wish 
to express 
their views 

38% 33%

Public 
authorities  

66%

Energy 
pro ducers  

65%

Car 
manufacturers  

64%

Households

52%
Farmers 

49%

All levels
BE BG CZ DK DE EE IE EL ES FR HR IT CY LV LT LU HU MT NL AT PL PT RO SI SK FI SE UK

28%
20%

29% 31%
24% 25% 28% 27% 23%

40%

25%
30%

22%

51%

21%

38% 34%
25% 29% 26% 23%

32% 36%

22%
31%

40%
28% 31%

International 
level  

72%

European
level  

50%

National
level  

50%

Regional 
level

38%

All 
levels 

28%


